Covid-19 Letter to all Parents/Club Members/Volunteers/Senior players & Coaches,
I am writing this e letter to you in my capacity as the club’s Covid-19 officer. Basketball England have mandated that each member club appoints a Covid-19 officer to oversee the Covid-19 protocols, collate screening date, act as a reporting officer and a point of contact.

In order to consider moving towards a return to play, Basketball England have released their own ‘Return to Play’ protocol, which is available here; https://www.basketballengland.co.uk/safeguarding/return-to-play-guidance/ .

In addition we have carried out a risk assessment for the club, which is available on our website. An individual copy can be e mailed on request to me at rossano.NHKnights@gmail.com 
l appreciate, in order to return to play in the current health climate, many changes are necessary both inside and outside the club. To summarise, these will include (the following is not an exhaustive list):

· An age group parent will be designated as the ‘Covid-19’ officer for the training session/match.

· Each senior age group will have a designated  ‘Covid-19’ officer for the training session/match.

· This parent/’Covid-19 Officer’ (including for all senior training and matches) will collect screening date from each participant and official, being it player, coach, referee, table official and helper.

· Prior to entering the Pendleton Centre each participant will be required to undertake a temperature check and complete a short questionnaire. This will have to be completed outside the centre, which the Centre have requested and is therefore outside of our control (to minimise the risk of parents/players congregating inside the lobby area and thus cutting the risk of infection). The results will be maintained in line with the Basketball England GDPR for 21 days and then disposed of securely.

· A copy of the screening questionnaire which the parent helper or Covid-19 officer will be completing can be found here; https://www.basketballengland.co.uk/media/12476/rtp-appendix-3.pdf 
· Each participant/player/coach/volunteer is asked to read and review the attached information document and if any of the conditions apply then a letter from the participant’s GP must be obtained ahead of return to play; https://www.basketballengland.co.uk/media/12477/rtp-appendix-4.pdf 

· No participant may enter the Pendleton Centre without having taken a temperature check and completed the screening questionnaire. We will be taking checks prior to entry into the Pendleton centre.

· We have decided, for ease and rather than waste time at the beginning of training (and to cut down on unnecessary queuing and interactions and for data encryption purposes) to do so via Whatsapp. Parents/Players/Volunteers/Coaches will need to submit by 5pm on the day of training and at least one hour prior to the tip time for matches, a message via whats app to a new covid-19 notification group, per age grouping/senior team grouping, to confirm that all of the covid-19 questions are negative and that the participant has not been in contact with anyone with covid-19 within the previous 14 days. The designated team/age group Covid-19 Officer/Parent helper will have access to this group to ensure full compliance. This will ensure that each age group, prior to training/matches will have a list of all participants confirmation of the questions and take away the need for a paper trail and/or a parent asking the participant directly. We have decided this as often a participant will make their own way to training without a parent present and feel that it should be for the parent to respond to the covid-19 questions and provide consent. The senior team players must have the same paper trail and therefore each senior player, official/coach/helper must also complete the whats-app notification to their relevant helper/Covid-19 officer.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL THIS BE WAIVED. If confirmation is not received, then the player cannot take part in the session/match.
· If any participant displays any of the listed Covid-19 symptoms (including a raised temperature, cough, loss of taste/smell) they are not to attend any sessions or matches and are to inform the club covid officer at : rossano.NHKnights@gmail.com 
· All participants to sanitise at the entrance into the Pendleton Centre, again when entering the court and on exiting the court.
· A one way system will be in place, with players arriving at the front of the Pendleton Centre and leaving via the sports hall emergency exit doors.

· The same one way system will apply for participants requiring use of the toilets.

· No water will be available on site, so participants will need to bring their own drinks.

· All participants must be dressed ready to take part in training/matches. Players may not use the changing facilities. All players will be allocated a space on court to leave their belongings and these must remain in place until the end of the session.

· All balls and equipment will be cleaned every 20 minutes and breaks to training will be in place to enable this to take place. 

· Participants must not gather outside the entrance of the hall, in the lobby or in a group outside and social distancing must be adhered to at all times.

· There will be a 15 minute break in between sessions, to enable a clean down of door handles, surfaces, equipment etc.

· As players will be exiting the centre through the rear emergency exit, parents must be available to collect their children there, whilst maintaining social distancing at all times.

· All Parent helpers, officials and coaches /helpers will wear face coverings unless actively engaged in a training session or officiating a match.

· All on Court or in-centre signage to be adhered to.

We appreciate that some of these guidelines are rather onerous and as winter approaches waiting outside, in particular, may not be viable. We can only adapt to the situation we find ourselves in and will continue to review and amend our risk assessment with guidance from Basketball England as the season progresses.

However it is incumbent upon all players, parents, coaches and officials to ensure that we play our part in trying to get the club open and keep the club open to allow the players to enjoy as full a season as possible. But the responsibility cannot solely fall upon the shoulders of a few, so it will always be the Parent’s responsibility to ensure compliance in the first instance.
Should anyone have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact Rossano Nocera at rossano.NHKNights@gmail.com 
